AUSTRALIAN ANGLERS ASSOCIATION
(WA Division) Inc

ABN: 88 528 806 323

PO Box 2200, Marmion WA 6020

Phone: 08 9403 7383 Email: aaawa@iinet.net.au Web Page: www.aaawa.iinet.net.au
Minutes of Delegates’ Meeting 16 August, 2005 at WA  Sports Association, Stancliffe

Street, Mt Lawley.
The Delegates’ meeting was opened at 7:35 pm. President George Holman took the Chair.

Present: George Holman President Terry Fuller Surf Casting and Angling Club
Jim Strong Denmark Angling Club Nick Allsworth Northern Districts AC
Don Cox Melville Amateur AC Stuart Hyde Fremantle Amateur AC
Joe Horvath OSAC Beach Ken Jack Fremantle Sailing Club
Wilf Core Melville Amateur AC Peter Barbascas Lancelin Angling Club
Kevin Hughes Bunbury Angling Club Pat Shinnick Visitor (Lancelin Angling Club)
Russell Bunce Fremantle Amateur AC  Trevor Stam Visitor (Surf Casting & Angling)
Apologies:

Rick Cameron, Chas Riegert, Adam Eastman, Martin Humbert.
Notification of Proxies:

None.
Visitor:

Pat Shinnick, Trevor Stam.
Minutes of Previous Delegates’ Meeting

Moved Jim Strong seconded Joe Horvath that the remainder of the minutes of the previous month’s
Delegates’ meeting are true and are an accurate record. Carried.

Business Arising from Minutes.
None

Minutes of Executive Meeting

George Holman advised the July Executive Meeting had not been held due to only 3 people attending.
Only urgent business was done. Correspondence Inwards.

By Post In From Subject Date Action
Westpac Bank Bank statements July Treasurer
MAAC Club Newsletter Aug Info
Hillarys Yacht Club Club Newsletter Aug Info
Seniors Recreation Council “Add life to your years” booklet and notice of “Have Go” Aug Info
Day 25 October at Burswood
Dept of Consumer and Employment | Renewal Notice for Business name “Tackle-the-Swan” Aug # Discuss ##
Protection
2 people Feedback sheets for Hillarys Fishing Clinics Aug Info
Department of Sport and Recreation | Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund 2006/7 Aug Info
Funding Round.
Western Australia Young Achievers | Info and Nomination Form Aug Info
Award
Dept Of Fisheries Call for submissions extension of Cockburn Sound Mussel |16 Aug Info
Farms
Emails In From:- Subject Date Action
Jeffrey Patterson Progress with record application green jobfish. 15 Aug To recorder
Various Routine AAA Info Various None
Richard Siudak Progress with record application green jobfish. 16 Aug Waiting more
Outgoing Correspondence.
Posted Out To:- Subject Date Action
AAA clubs, Delegates, etc Minutes of July Delegates’ meeting and attachments. July None
AAA clubs Tax Invoice for AAA Affiliation fees for 2005/6, covering 14 Aug Waiting replies
letter and club information form
AAA Queensland Corrections to nomination details 11 Aug None
Gladiator Tackle Sponsorship of dry casting teams trophies 14 Aug Waiting reply
Ozflex Aust Thanks for sponsorship of July Fishing Clinics 14 Aug None




Hills Trading Mako Tackle Thanks for sponsorship of July Fishing Clinics 14 Aug None

Got One Woodvale Thanks for sponsorship of July Fishing Clinics 14 Aug None
Hillarys Yacht Club Thanks for use of their facilities for July Fishing Clinics 14 Aug None
Emails Out To Subject Date Action

AAA clubs, Delegates, etc Changes to recreational fishing limits metro/near metro 10 Aug Info

area.

AAA clubs, Delegates, etc Reminder August Delegates’ and Annual General meeting. | 14 Aug None
Various Routine AAA Info Various None
Various Fishing clinic matters Various None

Wally Parkin Funding for release weights/fish care 14 Aug Info to come
Adam Eastman, Richard Siudak Progress with record application green jobfish. 15 Aug Waiting info

Business Arising from Correspondence:-

Renewal of the Business name “Tackle-the-Swan” would cost around for no benefit. It was agreed
that this would lapse.

Moved Don Cox seconded Joe Horvath moved that inwards and outwards correspondence be
accepted - carried.

Treasurers Report. Accounts for payment are:-.

Pay to From General account, for Date Amount Date Action
Received Due

Bank Account Balances at 15 August 2005.

General Account Westpac Bank

Outstanding cheques

Cheque to be deposited

Accounts for payment from General account

Available in General account and in hand after accounts paid
Carnival Account Westpac Bank

Outstanding cheques

Accounts for payment from Carnival account

Available in Carnival account and in hand after accounts paid

Club Affiliation fees 2005/2006 were sent out on 14  August.

AP PO BHH PP

Business Arising from Treasurer’'s Report.

Moved Jim Strong seconded Joe Horvath that Treasurer’'s report be accepted and accounts passed
for payment - carried.

Secretary’s Report.
Nothing to report other than covered elsewhere.

Trophy Officer's Report
Not present.

Property Officer's Report
A Property Officer is still needed.

Records Officer's Report

Adam Eastman had tendered an apology.
Competition Officer's Report

Adam Eastman had tendered an apology.
Boating Report.

No one available to report. No minutes have been received for the last Boating sub Committee
meeting. Pat Shinnick advised he was working on it.

Estuary, Rock and Beach Report
A sub committee meeting will be held Thursday 18 August.
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Dry Casting Report.

Group meeting was held 8 August. Sponsors still to be contacted. Entry forms for the 30 October
State Dry Casting were distributed with the July minutes.

National Championships.

19 people including 3 juniors and 3 ladies will go. The Yeppoon championships and convention are to
be held from 31 August to 16 September 2005.

Fishing Clinics.

Have been held at Hillarys Yacht Club on the three Monday nights 4, 11 and 18 July 2005. Clinics
were very well attended and sponsors were very happy with the responses to their sponsorship.
Favourable comments are still coming in.

AAA Web Page
Routine updates. Drycasting nomination forms added.

Recfishwest Report.

Terry Fuller reported that the August 2005 Recfishwest Board Meeting had been deferred and would
be held the next night 17 August. A report will be provided in the minutes

The Recfishwest northern fishing clinic from Carnarvon to Derby has just finished, where 20 fishing
clinics were run for 562 participants and contact was made with another 200 people. Local press
interviews were given at almost every place and ABC Regional Radio had a ¥ hour interview. Frank
Prokop and Mark Pagano attended some of these as well as the other RFW people running the
clinics.

Recfishwest has had productive meetings with both the Fisheries Minister and the Environment
Minister covering a range of topics. The Fisheries Minister is keen to make the changes necessary,
and has started work on a number of recreational fishing issue.

The meeting with the Environment Minister was particularly encouraging and it seems that
Recfishwest’'s hard work is paying off, with the Minister recognising the value of Recfishwest's
submissions and advice compared to some other advice she is receiving.

Recfishwest has received a request from the Department of Fisheries for comments on some
proposals on changes to recreational pink snapper, Robinson's sea bream and pearl perch fishing
rules in the Gascoyne region. Recfishwest has serious objections to the process, where a request
from recreational anglers are told they must wait for the next review, but request from commercial
fishermen are dealt with immediately.

Western rock lobster and abalone integrated fisheries management is progressing.

Recfishwest has completed its move to the vacant Fisheries Research Laboratory Building at
Watermans.

Two extra staff have been employed, Janet Patterson as Admin Assistant and Kane Moyle as Policy
Officer. Work responsibilities have been assigned and Recfishwest is now in a better position to
handle all the work. In particular this gives more capacity to handle all the work involved with
Integrated Fisheries Management.

The current membership of the Marine Parks Reserves Authority members expire on 15 December.
Frank Prokop has been nominated for membership of the MPRA, with Mark Pagano as an alternative.
Members are nominated by the Minister for the Environment.

A seminar will be held Wednesday 24 August to discuss research priorities from both recreational and
commercial fishermen for studies in Marine Parks. There has been much research in the field of
MPA's but little of it actually driven by those most affected by the results of such research, and much
of the research, has been to 'prove' the value to MPA's rather than assess if they have any value for
fisheries that are already managed for sustainability. The workshop is designed to allow fishermen
(both professional and recreational) the opportunity to say what research they would like to see
carried out on MPA's. It is an important area and one that has, in the past, been driven from outside
the fishing community.

A call for nominations for Commonwealth's recreational fishing grants have been announced. Details
are on http://www.daff.gov.au/ Recfish Australia has three representatives on the national allocation
body.

A disappointing decision on the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery has been announced. AFMA is just
going to roll over Western Australia's objections with the commercial friendly decision.

Recfishwest has concerns about the Department of Fisheries proposals for Voluntary Fisheries
Adjustments of South Coast salmon fishing, without guarantees of real benefits to recreational fishing.
Recfishwest’s view is that Southwest coast salmon and herring commercial fishing changes are a
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higher priority and has a concern that action on the South Coast will be at the expense of changes to
commercial fishing in the area where it has the most impact on recreational fishing.

Recfishwest will review all Voluntary Fisheries Adjustment Schemes and decide and publish its
priorities for the order in which these should be tackled.

A “loophole” in the Exmouth Gulf netting authorisations was represented to the Dept of Fisheries
following complaints from the area about the impact on fish stocks. The Fisheries Minister has issued
a Section 43 order today to correct the problem. The loophole was closed within 48 hours of being
represented which is a tremendous response and shows the value of Recfishwest's actions.

A number of community groups have joined together to oppose a very large proposed salt works on
the eastern side of the Exmouth Gulf. Recfishwest will be involved with this.

Work is continuing on the Sampson fish tagging and spawning aggregations studies with an extension
of the project likely to the South Coast. There are some concerns about continuing negative and
inaccurate reporting of or comments about the survival of released fish.

The Recfishwest annual general meeting will be held on 21 October.

A weekend meeting of the Recfishwest Board will be held in September to discuss strategic
directions.

RFW has finalised some proposals to government for some alternative approaches for some of the
areas within the Marine Parks which have been out for public comment but for which final details have
not yet been announced.

RFW has approached the Commercial Fishing Peak Body WAFIC about a combined approach on
getting the State of the Fisheries Report and data up to date, but has WAFIC has not responded.
RFW will do this alone.

Outcome of protection of Cockburn Sound and metro Pink Snapper spawning aggregations proposals
will be announced soon. (Were announced on 19 August).

Business arising from the Recfishwest Report.
None.
WARCO Report.

George Holman reported that the responses to the letter sent by WARCO had been pathetic, and had
not addressed the real issues which had been raised.

Notices of Motion.

As submitted by Kevin Hughes on behalf of the Rock and Beach and Estuary Subcommittee at the
June Delegates’ meeting.

Proposed amendment to Rock and Beach and Estuary r  ule 3.6 - Size Limits The existing rule is:
“All fish shall equal or exceed Department of Fisheries minimum sizes and where specified by
Department of Fisheries, be less than or equal to Department of Fisheries maximum sizes. Where
there is no Department of Fisheries minimum size, then in accordance with a minimum size specified
by the Association from time to time. Fish that have their necks broken will be pushed back into
original shape and must be 1cm longer that the listed minimum size. This also applies to gilled and/or
gutted fish. Penalty: disqualification.”

Proposed change is to delete the sentence “This also applies to gilled and/or gutted fish.”

The new rule is to read: “All fish shall equal or exceed Department of Fisheries minimum sizes and
where specified by Department of Fisheries, be less than or equal to Department of Fisheries
maximum sizes. Where there is no Department of Fisheries minimum size, then in accordance with a
minimum size specified by the Association from time to time. Fish that have their necks broken will be
pushed back into original shape and must be 1lcm longer that the listed minimum size. Penalty:
disqualification.”

The result that will be achieved will be to remove the 1cm penalty that applies to participants who gut
and/or gill their fish. Gutting/gilling of fish at AAA run State Rock and Beach or Estuary events will be
optional at the participant’s discretion with no penalty applied, except for the small loss of weight.

This motion was listed to be voted on at this August Delegates’ Meeting. The vote was only one
club/vote against, so the motion was carried.

AAA Year Book.

Nick Allsworth has been away from Perth and very busy with work and has been unable to contact
any of the list of people / companies to be contacted about advertisements. There has not been any
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response from clubs, apart from the Surf Casting and Angling Club, about putting Club Information in
the Year Book.

General Business.
George Holman will NOT be standing for President, having done three years. George needs a break.
Fisheries Management Perth Metro Area Proposals.

A discussion paper titled “Zone 5” has been prepared by two keen and experienced recreational
anglers Wally Parkin and Garry Lilley. A copy was received on Monday. A better title might be
“Fisheries Management Perth Metro Area.”

Terry Fuller said it was extremely important to look at the background to this paper and the reason for
its preparation, and not just look at some of the details in isolation. The people who wrote the paper
now realise that it should have had a lot more work and different approaches before such a wide
release, but now it is too late to call it back.

He gave some of the background to the paper, and said he would write up this extra background for
AAA people even though not all of this had been discussed at this meeting.

Fisheries management is based on a large region, which for the West Coast region goes from north of
Kalbarri to east of Augusta. What might be OK to manage the total fishing in the entire region might
mean that areas near large human populations are allowed to be over fished.

Fishing in the metro area has changed a lot over the past 20 to 30 years, and not for the better. Fish
are harder to find and people have to travel much further to find them.

What is sustainable?

Fish populations and the quality of fishing in areas around population centres and areas of heavy use
will be changed, compared to what they would have been like if humans didn't exist. Some of that
change is inevitable due to our human activities.

If people can come back in 5, 10, 20, 30, 50 years and find the situation is not significantly changed
compared to the present, than whatever is being done is sustainable , even if the fishing and fish
stocks have been changed using the idea of "compared to what it would have been like if humans
didn't exist".

The metro population has increased to something like 1.5 million people, and the fishing pressure is
increasing with the increasing population.

Improved boats, GPS, echo sounders, fishing equipment, access to information, are all increasing the
pressure on the fish.

What is likely if we continue as at present?

People who remember what the fishing was like 20 to 30 years ago see the current situation and ask
“what is likely in future and what do we want for the future?”.

Draw a line between what the fishing quality was like 20 or 30 years ago and what it is now, then
extend that line the same distance forward into the future.

Will we, in 20 or 30 years time or longer, and our children and grandchildren, still be able to go fishing
in Perth metro waters and be able to catch enough fish of the type we could catch in the past for it to
be a worthwhile pastime?

Of course there are fisheries management processes in place to try to alleviate this. But will the
fishing continue to decline at the rate it has in the last 20 to 30 years?. Will it decline even faster as
more and more people compete for fewer and fewer fish?. Think about that.

For many species it means that they will be very hard to catch, which means the fish will have been
heavily depleted in the metro area, and that means the fishing pressure is unsustainable .

What do we want for the future?

Where will it end? Will future generations (and ourselves in 20 years time) thank us for what we have
handed on to them? Or will they criticise us _for not using some restraint so they could experience at
least some of what we and earlier generations could?

Or will it be like blue groper which used to be common around Rotthest, and are now very rare. Do
WE criticise_ those people of 30 or 40 years ago, some of whom took more than they needed, even
allowing for “forgive them, because at the time they didn’t know what they were doing”?

Will your grandson ask you “Grandad, what's a Dhufish?”, or “what’'s a Mulloway?”, just as today’s
metro fisherman ask “what’s a Blue Groper?”
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We can’t use the excuse of “we don’t know what we are doing,” because it is plain for everyone to see
that the fishing is changing.

Who is responsible?

Everyone has some impact. No one, commercial, recreational, or charter, who goes fishing can say
“I'm not doing very much, so | don’'t have any impact.” They cannot say “It's up to other people to
change, not me.”

A lot of people having “not very much impact” can add up to a lot of impact in total, and the individual
bits might need to be just slightly smaller, so that the total is smaller.

Just a small number of “really big impacts” can have a lot of impact in total, and it's much more
important that the people who are doing a lot change what they are doing.

No one who eats commercially caught local wild fish can say:- “Someone else caught this - I'm not
responsible.” The fish would not have been caught if the market demand wasn’t there. Catches must
be managed for sustainability. Everyone has some impact.

What has already been started?

What is already started or been changed which might stop or change the downward spiral? This is an
enormous topic. Some include:-

1. West Coast Recreational fishing rules changes October 2003.
2. Commercial Wetline Fishing Review — in progress. Yes, it should have happened long ago.

3. Cockburn Sound and nearby Pink Snapper closure during the spawning period. Championed by
concerned recreational anglers who are concerned for fish for the future. Announced 19 August.

4. Integrated Fisheries Management.
5. Government Election Policy promises and statements, including:-

Government understands that our fish resources and marine environments are coming under
increasing pressure from human population growth, increased coastal urbanisation and advances
in technology. In order for our fisheries to remain managed at sustainable levels increased
investment in fisheries management, research, community education and compliance is required.

Government recognises that fish stocks are limited and marine environments can be damaged by
unwise use. Growing populations are placing increasing pressure on fish stocks and the
environment, highlighting the need for a new integrated approach to management that takes into
account the requirements and aspirations of the commercial, charter, recreational, Indigenous
and conservation sectors.

Ensure that ..... management of commercial and recreational fisheries in Western Australia
continues to be based on a strong principle of sustainability or “Fish for the Future”.

Continue to work with recreational fishers and the wider community to ensure that recreational
fishing experiences can continue to be enjoyed by present and future generations of Western
Australians.

Continue to work with local communities to identify and develop management plans for fish
habitats in need of special protection.

Significantly enhance the State’s capacity to undertake research into fish species of importance
to the recreational sector, such as Western Australian dhufish, rock lobster, tailor, herring,
shapper, blue groper, blue manna crabs, abalone and marron.

Ensure there are adequate funds to undertake recreational catch and effort research to support
recreational fisheries management and Integrated Fisheries Management.

Continue to protect snhapper breeding aggregations in Shark Bay and Cockburn Sound and
prohibit commercial snapper fishing in Cockburn Sound.

Use the provisions of the Fisheries Adjustment Schemes Act to phase out commercial fishing in
the Swan and Canning Rivers.

Are these enough?

Some people say NO, these are only a start, and the situation needs more changes and needs them
VERY soon. Some will take years to have enough effect on the fish and sustainability.

Will some amazing thing happen and will fishing get better than it is at present without more changes?
Will it get better so that it goes back to what it was like 20 or 30 years ago? Not likely.
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Are these opportunities to do the right thing — for the fish and for the fishing experience of future
generations? Many people will say “Yes” if they think about it.

What is possible if we decide to do things differe ntly?

That's where the “Zone 5” paper comes in:-
1. To get support for the CONCEPT of the need for special management for the metro area.
2. To get people thinking and talking about what things need to change.

3. To get the information about what is known, and what is not known, so that information
gathering and fisheries research can be directed to the right things.

4. To consider some of the changes which are possible or necessary to make metro fishing
sustainable.

5. To get organisations and individuals who have the skills and responsibilities to take this
further and make the changes.

The following was actually discussed at the AAA Delegates’ meeting.

Terry Fuller outlined some proposals which are being considered for recreational and commercial and
charter fishing in the metro and near metro area from Dawesville to Two Rocks, 35 nautical miles out
to sea, including the adjacent rivers and estuaries. This covers a marine area of about 10,000 square
kilometres, plus the rivers and estuaries.

Terry Fuller read the main proposals in the paper, covering suggested recreational, commercial,
charter and government actions or changes. He explained that he had given comments on an earlier
draft of the paper, some of which had been used and some of which had not.

Some delegates expressed concern that the paper had been distributed in the form they had first
seen it. They had problems with some of the principles, and one said that the problem was mainly
with the commercial fishing. One said that license proposals gave the government a wedge or an
opening for introducing more severe changes. Some of the detailed changes were not explained or
supported by enough information.

Terry Fuller explained that it was not certain that commercial fishing was the cause of all the
problems, because the recreational catch of some species was also large enough to be significant,
but those catch figures were from some years ago.

There were a number of activities going on, such as the recreational boat ramp and capture survey
which started in July and would give more accurate data on the recreational boat catch; and the
commercial Wetline Fishing Review which would change some aspects of commercial fishing, and
were not covered in the paper.

It appeared that the paper by itself gets some quick reactions which are not looking at all the issues
involved and are not recognising the things which are happening already or are going to happen, or
are likely to happen if people do or continue to do certain things.

Terry Fuller explained that the people who wrote the paper felt they had done all they could do, and
that it was now up to other people to pick up the ideas in this paper and do something with them. By
the time Terry had received this version of the paper, it had already been distributed to many people
with the intention of getting comments and more information.

Further AAA Action on Metro Management.

The concept of special management for the Perth metro area will be considered by the organisations
who make the rules, and that inevitably includes changes to fishing rules. Decisions on Integrated
Fisheries Management will include issues like these.

AAA and fishing clubs have an interest in making sure that their views are heard, to get the best
possible outcomes for the fish and for the future.

There are many issues to consider and there are sure to be many opinions. Any submission from AAA
should cover all of these. But that needs people and clubs to get involved.

We need volunteers to meet, discuss and prepare a submission from AAA. Please contact Secretary
Terry Fuller if you want to be involved.

There will be more discussion at the September AAA Delegates’ Meeting.
Meeting closed at 8.25 pm.

This was followed by the Annual General Meeting and Election. See separate minutes.
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Notice of Future AAA Meetings.

Next Executive Meeting To be advised due to absences at Yeppoon. Usually held on
the first Tuesday of the month.

Next Delegates’ Meeting 7:30pm Tuesday 20 September 2005, Sportsman’s Association Clubhouse, Stancliffe
Street, Mt. Lawley. Usually held on the third Tuesday of the month

Coming AAA Events.
State Dry Casting Championships 2005/6, Yokine Reserve, Sunday 30 October 2005

Beach & Rock Championships 2005/6, Jurien, Saturday and Sunday 25/26 March, 2006
2006/7, HQ Cheynes Beach, Reef Beach to Betty’'s Beach, date TBA.
State Boating Championships 2005/6, Jurien Bay, March 2006, date to be advised.
State Estuary Championships 2005/6, Peel Inlet, at MOFSC, Saturday and Sunday 26/27 November 2005

2006/7, Swan River, Saturday and Sunday 25/26 November 2006.
AAA Fishing Clinics.

South of the River. No date has been set yet. Needs volunteers to organise. See “General
Business” in the minutes of the July Delegates’ meeting. Contact Secretary
Terry Fuller if you can help.

AAA Yearbook.

AAA planned to publish a Yearbook in the second half of 2005. This was to be distributed free to affiliated
clubs and their members and to the Tackle Trade. Copies would have been provided to the public for a
small charge. Clubs have not supported this proposal, and it may not proceed.

Clubs are offered space in this Yearbook to publish any information, photos, etc about their club and its
activities. These articles will be included at no charge to affiliated clubs. Sponsorship and advertising for the
Yearbook is wanted. Any club or club member with contacts is asked to advise the AAA secretary, please.

Club and AAA Publicity.

AAA has a web site www.aaawa.iinet.net.au Member Clubs can have their news published on the website.
Check out the information about the other clubs.

Use the web pages to give prospective new members and people information about your Club - meeting
dates- field days - membership fees - phone numbers - Club news - field days results - photos of great
catches - invitation day dates - social events - ANYTHING of interest to anglers and web surfers.

It costs you nothing to tell prospective members about your Club - nothing but a little time to prepare and
send the information.

Email material to AAA Secretary Terry Fuller at aaawa@iinet.net.au or post to PO Box 2200, Marmion,
6020. AAA phone number is 9403 7383 for any enquiries.

AAA Affiliation Fees.

Tax Invoices for affiliation fees for 2005/6 and a covering letter asking for updates of club details were sent
to all clubs in mid August. Can clubs and Delegates please follow up payment and supply of the club
details.

Email.

Email makes it so quick and easy to distribute information like all the above to clubs and members. Clubs
and Delegates please give the Secretary email addresses for people who wish to receive information.

All emails will be sent so that the email address is not visible to anyone else on the address list, and will
keep the email addresses private. AAA email is aaawa@iinet.net.au
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Club Marine is the major AAA web page.
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Anglers Association and
the 2004/5 AAA State Boat
Angling Championships.
http://www.clubmarine.com.au
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the AAA web page.

Suppliers of Ozflex rods and tackle, Superflex
line, Jinkai leader, Schneider line, Ande line,
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Angler Advantage Rods.

Supports the 2005 Fishing Clinics.

Images removed to reduce PDF file size
for publishing on the AAA web page.
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supported the 2004/5 State Dry Casting
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http://www.makotackle.
com.au/
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of the 2004/5 AAA State
Rock and Beach
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http://www.yallingupbeach.
com.au

Minutes of AAA Delegates Meeting held 16 August 2005 Page 9.



